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 Fly By Night  
 By Mark Shamburg-Donohue 

 

The more time I spend travelling to fish outside Colorado, the 

more I realize how good the fishing is right here at home. 

While Colorado is blessed with an abundance of great and 

unique fisheries, it is a heavily populated state. Especially 

when compared with other western states well known for 

their fishing like Wyoming and Montana. The entire popula-

tion of Wyoming is less than that of Jefferson County in 

Colorado. If like me, you prefer fishing away from the 

crowds, you have two options. Fish where the other people 

donôt, or fish when the other people donôt. 

 

The first option is simple. The majority of anglers in Colorado arenôt willing to travel long distances from 

their cars to fish. If youôre willing to hike for an hour, you can have miles of river all to yourself. The sec-

ond option is not as simple: fish at night. Colorado has a surprising number of streams and still waters with 

large trout.  And when trout reach a certain size they become more and more nocturnal. This is especially 

true on Coloradoôs heavily fished tailwaters where trout are fished to continuously throughout the day.  


