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Responsible Angling - Invasive Nuisance Species            by Clint Packo 
For those of you that have had the pleasure and good fortune to angle internationally, you probably have noticed that 

the customs agencies of many other countries take invasive species transport and introduction very seriously.  As an 

angler entering into the brown trout mecca of New Zealand, you will find your equipment to be sorted through and 

thoroughly disinfected before you are allowed to leave the airport and begin your journey.  This process is highly im-

portant to the angling community to prevent the transport of invasive species such as the New Zealand Mud Snail, the 

Zebra Mussel, Didymo, Whirling Disease, and others.  These hitchhiking parasites and organisms are being trans-

ported and transplanted into the waters that each of us love and enjoy.  It is very unfortunate that our waters face these 

dangers but there are a few things that each of us can do to help prevent the spread of Invasives.  As responsible an-

glers it is our duty as stewards of the rivers and lakes to prevent the transport and spread of invasive species.  Follow 

these simple steps to prevent your favorite river or lake from being affected by Invasives.  After each day of angling, 

remove your waders and boots and soak them in a Formula 409 and water solution (1:5).  After fifteen minutes of 

soaking, remove your equipment and let it dry until your next angling adventure.  For those of us that guide or angle 

on different drainages day to day, this process is very effective.  Using the same 409/water cocktail, briefly soak your 

and your clients equipment after each angling day in a container that is easy to transport in your vehicle and can be 

covered while it is not in use. 

 

Several customs agencies ( New Zealand, Iceland, Canada, etc) and foreign governments have taken dramatic steps to 

assist us in preventing the spread of Invasives further.  It is not uncommon for anglers to fish in 3-5 different countries 

in a given year, not to mention each river or lake that they may fish near their home.  Unfortunately several new Inva-

sives have been transported into the US in recent years and many have been taken abroad, but with a little diligence 

we can prevent the spread of new Invasives and stop the further spread of existing ones.            (Pictures on next page) 


