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Father & Son Fly-Fishing Isnôt Always Easy by Shawn Bratt 
 

My father and I have fished together for nearly 25 years now. Along the way Iôve fished with many other fathers 

and sons and itôs been interesting to compare their relationships to my dad and I.  Iôm sure many of my friends donôt 

forget fishing with us.  We still get invited on trips but I think itôs more to do with having boats than our relationship. 
  

I was fortunate to watch a friend from nine years old grow up fishing with his dad.  They have a very fun relationship.  

The dad would ask me where to take a trip each year, and I would pass along ideas from the South Fork of the Snake 

to the Bow River in Canada.  I was always invited but often not able to tag along.  The dad spoiled his son with cool 

trips.  At 12 he caught a 22ò brown on the Henryôs fork.  When he was 

15 he landed a 34ò bull trout on the Bow.  I enjoyed days fishing with 

them on the Platte and teaching the son more of the technical details 

about fishing to picky fish.  Iôd taught the son how to tie and seeing him 

pick off tough trout on the surface with his own creations was always a 

treat.  The key to their relationship was that the son listened.  The dad 

wasnôt out to teach him everything, just to make sure they had a good 

time. 
  

Another relationship that has been interesting is watching a father and 

son get into the sport together.  The dad thought the sport would be great 

for the two of them to do together.  The son took to fly-fishing quite 

quickly and eventually was guiding before high school was up.   
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